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From the Desk of  Linda Maurice ; Hoping and praying for
peace and tolerance in the year ahead

     While there are plenty of uncertainties
in our current world, here at the JCNCF, we
remain focused on the good we can do for
our North Central Florida community.
Personally, I have found this approach to
be extremely grounding. If I can’t change
what is happening beyond my
geographical area, at least I can work for
the good of my neighbors. I highly
recommend this approach. It offers a level
of peace in our otherwise turbulent times
and provides a sense of fulfillment.  
Exciting things are happening at the
JCNCF. Our brand new, redone website
has launched! If you have not checked it
out yet, please visit www.jcncf.org . The
calendar section, the last component to go
live, will happen soon.  
     My wonderful colleagues, Naomi and
Katherine, have planned great upcoming
events and programs for all ages. Please
save the following dates:   

Community, Interfaith Reverse Tashlich
– Sep.. 21 – Veteran’s Park 
Next Chapter in the Sukkah – Oct. 5 
PJ Library – S’mores in the Sukkah –
Oct. 11 
Jewish Book Club launch – Oct. 22 
Holocaust Education Kristallnacht
anniversary program – Date TBA 
Teen Shabbat Lock in – Nov. 8-9 
PJ Library Rescue Readers – Nov. 24 
Community Hanukkah Celebration –
Dec. 14 
PJ Library Ongoing Programs: 
PJ Polliwogs Playgroup 
Shabbat Under the Stars 

For more information, email
engagement@jcncf.org.   
For PJ Library events, email
family@jcncf.org 

This fall, the JCNCF is sponsoring Alachua
County 8th grade student field trips to the St.
Petersburg Holocaust Museum. If anyone is
interested in chaperoning an upcoming trip, or
donating to sponsor the field trip costs, please
reach out to me. JCNCF Holocaust Education
efforts are supported by the Estelle Aden
Holocaust Education Fund and other generous
donors. To donate, please contact me at
linda@jcncf.org 
     The seed grant we received from the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation bore fruit and the
expansion of the PJ Library program in the Ocala
area has already surpassed our expectations. A
wonderful anonymous foundation has
committed to funding the Ocala continuing
expansion for this fiscal year (2025-26) as well the
following year, 2026-27. We are actively seeking
funding beyond that time and are open to
suggestions and referrals to potential funders,
whether individual or a foundation. 
     The Holiday Chavurah was the first K’NISA
(Krop Network for Innovation, Service, and
Association) grant program to complete its first
year. As it enters its second year of funding, it
will be joined by the following programs. A huge
thank you to Dawn Burgess-Krop and Harry
Krop for their generous funding the K’NISA
Initiative. Stay tuned for more details soon: 

Israeli Shabbat Dinner 
Yiddish Classes 
Gainesville Jews 20’s & 30’s programs 

     Thank you once again for your commitment
to the JCNCF and your dedication to “plating the
seed” for our community’s future. Without you,
we would not be able to continue our important
work. 
     As the start of the Jewish New Year
approaches, I wish all of you, our North Central
Florida family, a peaceful, healthy and happy
New Year.   
B’Shalom, 

Linda 
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An Interview with Dawn Kropp-Burgess on her volunteer work: “You
get back more than you give, always”

You recommended me based on your reputation for
service in the community. How did you get started? 
When I was going into sixth grade the pilot Head Start
program started from the War on Poverty by
President Lyndon B. Johnson. When we found out
that there was a school down the street from my
grandmother who had this program, my Dad said,
"You should do this." As It was a six week thing, I
stayed with my grandmother and I walked down the
street every morning. I think it was like three or four
hours a day. The interesting part was I thought our
family was poor because my mother was very sick,
and that was a chronic theme in our life - doctor.’s
bills, those kind of things, you know, worrying about
money all the time. So I always thought we were poor
until I saw these kids and then I realized what poverty
really was. And it was just so eye opening. It's hard to
describe. I mean, they were kids that didn't have
indoor plumbing. These were kids that had never
eaten with a utensil. We taught them to use forks and
spoons. I was so glad I did it. And they found that I
played the piano, so I played the piano for them at
every day. And so volunteering just became kind of
part of my life.   
Has there been one particular experience in your
volunteering as you've been an adult that has stood
out to you?  
I would say JC (Jewish Council) is one of them. I feel
like JC has had a lot of iterations, it's evolved a lot.
JCNCF started out as United Jewish appeal, and
essentially, it was one event a year. One event where
you went to a brunch or a breakfast and took out your
checkbook. And then then evolved into an
organization related to Jewish community.  And then
we evolved into being in the building at Shir Shalom.
And I think that's where it really took more shape,
more form. We built the newsletter, we had regular
activities. So there were lots of different branches off
of what now has become JCNCF. And then we started
doing just much more activity within the community.
And I think PJ Library made a big change too. At first
we were just supporting it financially, but then we
were actually involved and running programs which
brought in a whole new population of people.  

How has your faith impacted your desire to serve?  
Well, I don't know if you know this or not. I'm a Jew by
choice. I converted before my daughter was born. . I
was raised as a Southern Baptist. So when I got out of
high school and didn't have to, you know, be a part of
the family anymore, I was a-religious. And Judaism
speaks to everything I believe in. Welcome the
stranger. Service, charity, you know, it has all the
things I believe in. For me, service was something I
always did. I always volunteered for causes. I was
always helping out with different organizations and
volunteering.  
What is a local issue that you think deserves more
attention?  
I think our unhoused issue is terrible. It is everywhere.
Everywhere you travel, there are people lying in the
streets and hoping that they can get enough money
for a meal that night. And I think that's a disgrace to
our country. It's just a real disgrace. I don't do as much
about it as I should, but I do take my grandchildren
shopping and from an early age, they learned to find
the kind of cans with the pop top. So if you live in the
streets, you can open a can of something to eat. 
What would you say to inspire others to get
involved with service at least in the community? 
 You get back more than you give, always. In so many
intangible ways. I think it makes us better people and
I think it builds us up, and I don't ever want to be one
of those people that looks by and sees a need and
just, you know, shrugs.  



How the Jewish Value of Kavod Habriot (Personal Dignity) Inspires Us to
Embrace Israel's Vulnerable Girls and Young Women 
By Danielle Bergman

     Ruth – a name that means companion, friend,
and vision of beauty. Ruth’s story in the Bible is one
of resilience, hope, and transformation—just like
the stories unfolding every day at the Beit Ruth
Village.
     And the Beit Ruth family is so grateful for the
meaningful support of the Jewish Council of North
Central Florida and the Gainesville community for
joining us on this transformative journey for Israel’s
vulnerable girls and young women. You inspire us
every day!
     The relationship between Biblical Ruth and her
mother-in-law Naomi exemplifies the power of
women and girls caring for each other while
elevating themselves to be the best versions of
who they were meant to be. Naomi and Ruth, L’dor
v’dor – from generation to generation, created
better opportunities for themselves and future
generations of Jewish children in Israel. This is a
guiding principle at Beit Ruth where we help 75
girls, in any given year, heal and thrive and through
our Advocacy Initiative where we train and
educate professionals throughout Israel – and
beyond. 
     At Beit Ruth, our dedicated all-female staff of
therapists, educators, counselors, and social
workers cares for these girls 24 hours a day, 365
days a year. The Village is home in every sense of
the word - with the parental-like care and love
every child needs. 
     Together, we help them reclaim their identities
and build futures filled with purpose, dignity, and
hope. Our girls begin to dream again. They are
given a quality education, earn high school
diplomas, tap into inner and outer strengths they
never would have imagined, learn patience, how to
ask for help, how to be a fellow sister to their peers,
and acquire the tools they need to not only survive
but to thrive. They leave the Village not just
prepared for life – but transformed by it.

     As we help our girls heal, Beit Ruth knows that
our girls and young women are defined by far
more than their trauma. Reflecting on the Jewish
value of Kavod habriot – personal dignity, we see
each girl for her essence and talents and as a
complete person fully deserving of a life’s journey.
We see a Sarah, a Ronit, a Miriam, and a Tamar.
Inspired by our ancestral Ruth, our girls become
whole again. They are returned to their core selves
– the essence that we should all begin with –
worth, value, dignity, unconditional love, hope,
trust.
     Like one Ruth, from thousands of years ago, we
are inspiring hundreds of girls to make their lives
better, to make their families better, to make their
country better.
     Today, our contemporary heroes at the Jewish
Council of North Central Florida continue to
inspire the girls who call Beit Ruth home and our
400+ Alumnae who know that they are embraced
by the Gainesville community, who know they are
worth unconditional love, who know that you are
providing the opportunities to succeed and to
contribute to a society from which they were
detached.

     Thank you for being there for Beit Ruth, for our
girls and young women, and for a better Israel.



Get to Know Caring Connections 

     About two years ago JCNCF started
a group known as Caring Connections
group. The intention is to serve
members of the community who may
need that extra “connection.” From
visits to phone calls to delivering
holiday bags for our elders in
independent living communities, the
group has been helping in any way it
can and looking to fill needs where
required. Caring Connections has also
partnered with Friendship Circle at
Congregation B’nai Israel and hopes to
do more with B’nai and Temple Shir
Shalom in the future. 

     A new potential project that Caring
Connections is exploring is helping to
feed the many unhoused in our
community. Whether people are
Jewish or not is irrelevant. It is our
responsibility to do “Good Deeds”
(JCNCF mission of ongoing mitzvahs in
lieu of a once-a-year programming) all
the time and help to repair this world
(Tikkun Olam). We are planning on
partnering with a local grass-roots
ministry who needs assistance with
food donations (pre-cooked meals),
help in serving the meals at least once
a week, as well as clothing donations. 

More information will be coming
soon. For information about Caring

Connections, please contact
engagement@ jcncf.org or

executivedirector@ jcncf.org . 

mailto:engagement@jcncf.org
mailto:executivedirector@jcncf.org


The Jaffa Institute: Tough Times but a Bright Future Together
By Mitch Chupak

As we end one year and look forward to beginning a new one, we pray for the release of all the hostages, and
the safety of the Israel Defense and Security Forces, of the Israeli Police Force, and of the Jewish people
worldwide.
It is close to two years since the horrific attack on the State of Israel, with thousands having lost their lives and
thousands more who were wounded, either physically or emotionally, or both. It is no exaggeration to say that
everyone in this country, without exception, has been left traumatized, either by loss - of a home, a job, a
community, a dear one - or by sacrifice; families separated by the increased military service required to protect
our homeland. So I begin this update with a request: your prayers for all, and support for those who are
protecting us, for those who are wounded, for those who are traumatized, and for those who have yet to return
home.
The Jaffa Institute continues to make an impact in all our areas of service and has extended its reach to new
areas, helping families, children and communities that are in severe need of assistance and rehabilitation. We
now have six Mobile Science Labs, each one devoted to a specific area of science: chemistry, astronomy, food
science, waves (sound, water, radio, etc.), robotics and general science. The seventh Mobile Science Lab,
devoted to the life sciences, is already on the production line. These innovative learning mobiles provide
children with the opportunity to regularly engage in a different way of learning - it's new, it's innovative, it's
exciting, and the Jaffa Institute is proud to be a leader in the field. We have already begun taking the Mobile
Science Labs to the communities closest to the northernmost and southernmost borders, to those areas most
affected by the ongoing conflict. The results have been remarkable, especially after we took the step of adding
a trauma specialist to the team of each mobile lab. While the children are engaged in stimulating science
activities, the therapists have the opportunity to conduct a whole series of sessions in which they talk with the
children about their fears, about their pain, about their feelings of loss, in fact about all the things these young
people are experiencing and should never have had to experience in the first place. Evaluations of the
rehabilitative services provided by our Mobile Science Labs have confirmed their overwhelming success and
demonstrated the major impact they are having on re-engaging children who have been traumatized by the
war.
We continue to work with communities throughout Israel, helping to heal the wounds, but unfortunately our
work is far from over. We are now in the process of preparing 3,000 - 5,000 food packages for Rosh HaShana,
and distribution has already begun. Packed and delivered by volunteers, these special holiday packages are
providing every family in need with the opportunity to celebrate the New Year in a manner befitting its
significance.



Our program Welfare to Wellbeing, which helps chronically unemployed women reduce their dependence on
welfare by getting them back into the work force, is proving more effective than ever: as much as eighty-five
percent of our graduates find gainful employment as a result of participating in the program. They may not yet
be CEOs, but their returning to work, any work, has a positive effect on their families, and that is of huge
significance. With the moms working, the entire household takes on an increased regularity: the children
attend school more regularly and do better in class, they help around the house more and are less likely to get
in trouble. This is the very kind of all-round success that we are striving for. And it's the moms who are leading
the way.
We have just finished two months of summer camp for hundreds of children who otherwise would have been
out on the streets or at home doing little, if anything, productive. Throughout the summer, the camps
provided them with a structured environment, and along with all the fun, happiness, and enjoyment, they all
received hot meals and therapeutic services for trauma and many other emotional issues they were facing.
Now the new school year has begun and our After School Programs, which serve all populations in the many
different disadvantaged neighborhoods in our service areas, will be facing a challenging year. With so many
staff members being called up for reserve army service, we will need to find replacements. Not an easy task
with the children missing their regular staff members. With the welfare and futures of these children
remaining our top priority, we will, of course, manage. But the challenges remain too.
Making all of this happen sometimes comes at a cost, the stress can at times be particularly difficult to deal
with. But all of the 43 programs we operate nationally, including the programs for communities near the
southern and northern borders, continue to bring out the best in the people of Israel and ensure that we will all
get through these very difficult times we face.
All of this, and much more, could not happen without our invaluable partnership with the entire Gainesville
community and the kind and generous support of each and every one of you. I am forever grateful and
thankful for having met, so many years ago, Dr. Steven Slutsky, who led the way in bringing the Jaffa Institute
to the Gainesville community. I am forever grateful for all the longtime friends who have visited and
volunteered and helped the future of Israel to be a better future, and a better Israel.
We at the Jaffa Institute have new challenges to face in the coming years, securing emotional stability for
future generations, providing them with the opportunity to study and be productive citizens regardless of
what the situation is in the country. Together we can ensure that the future of Israel is secure, and that future
generations will be able to lead the Jewish state and Jewish people in the right direction.
Thank you all again for your invaluable partnership and support. I wish you, your families and your whole
community, and to Jews in Israel and throughout the world, SHANA TOVA, a year of peace, happiness, health
and good things for all.

For information about supporting Beit Ruth and the
Jaffa Institute, and about organizing a b'nai mitzvah

project for a bar or bat mitzvah, please contact
linda@jcncf.org



PJ Library Updates: Gainesville and Ocala

Gainesville: L’shanah Tovah from PJ Library!
Family programming is back in full swing,
starting with a big back-to-school pool
party in late August, which was a wonderful
opportunity for me to meet so many of you.
We’ve also got PJ Polliwogs playgroups up
and running again for our pre-school aged
friends, and several events coming up this
fall, including Holiday Chavurah, Shabbat
Under the Stars, S’mores in the Sukkah, an
overnight middle school lock-in at Hillel,
and PJ Rescue Readers at the Humane
Society of North Central Florida! I’m so
excited to keep meeting new faces,
building relationships with you and your
kids, and enjoying Jewish community
together.

Ocala: I have been planning and preparing
for our upcoming fall events. Networking for
a new Ocala Parent Connector is still in
progress. The biggest goal for this year is to
coordinate with the new Parent Connector
to plan community building events and
going into 2026!

For Gainesville PJ events, please email
Katherine Paedae at family@jcncf.org

For Ocala PJ events, please email Alissa
Pereira at alibpereira@gmail.com



Thank you to the 2024-25 JCNCF sponsors and those who have already committed to the 2025-26
year. 

The following businesses and individuals sponsored JCNCF weekly emails, Holocaust Education
events, PJ Library events and book mailings, Caring Connections holiday bags, Helping Hand Clinic
Meals, event security and JCNCF events including the annual Yom HaShoah commemoration and

community Hanukkah party.  
For more information about becoming a sponsor, please email linda@jcncf.org 

Audrey Adams and Jon Morris
Teju Adkisson
Anonymous

The Backer Price Family
Josh Bolton and Clay Purdue

Congregation B'nai Israel Sisterhood
Jill K. Bohlin

Beverly Brechner
Cedarville Global Community School, LLC

Charna and Stuart Cohn
Cruz Davis Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Linda and Eli Dassa
Elizabeth Davis

Robin and Jeffrey Davis
Dex Imaging, LLC

FLOAAT Center - Cindy Gayle
Kathy and Brian Gayle

Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Jordan Glen School & Summer Camp

Allison and Michael Haller
Rabbi Michael and Debbie Joseph

Dawn Burgess-Krop and Harry Krop
The Maurice Family

Patricia and Jeffrey Meldon, Meldon Law
Joan Armour Mendell Foundation, Inc.

Suzy and Gary Miller
The Mitzvah Makers

Jordan Davis Modavi, P.A.
Myrna and Allen Neims
Renaissance Printing

Amanda Rone
Kim and Ron Sandler Cohen

Vicki Santello
Silas the Stylist

Uppercrust Bakery
Robin West and Ken Wald


