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Checks can also be mailed to: JCNCF P.O. Box 357936 Gainesville, FL 32635
For stock donations, please contact linda@jcncf.org

JCNCF Mission Statement

The mission of the Jewish Council of North Central Florida (JCNCF) is to undertake
philanthropic, cultural, and educational activities that enhance the Jewish com-
munity locally, regionally, and worldwide.

Submissions Policy

News and announcements of events that are of interest and open to the entire Jewish community will be
included as space allows. Please submit original material of 500 words or less, not published or to be
published elsewhere, along with photos of interest to the community.

Submissions may be emailed to engagement@jcncf.org, mailed to the JCNCF PO Box, or dropped off after
making an appointment. Please submit photos in high resolution with a caption identifying the subject and
all people depicted. JCNCF reserves the right to edit all submissions. All submissions are due on or before
the 10th of the month prior to publication. The Chronicle does not publish letters to the editor.

The Chronicle and the Jewish Council do not endorse the goods and services advertised in these paged, and
make no representation as to the kashrut of the food, products, and services in such advertising. The Chron-
icle is produced for the community by JCNCF staff and volunteers. The opinions expressed are those of the
contributors and are not necessarily representative of the Jewish Council Board of Directors or supporters.
The entire contents of The Chronicle are copyright by the Jewish Council of North Central Florida.

If you have any questions, please contact the JCNCF.
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From the Desk of Linda Maurice, Executive Director, JCNCF

What is a Year?

Most of us look at a year in terms of our own or loved one’s birthdays, work events and
achievements, anniversaries, developmental milestones for our children and grandchil-
dren. During a year we work, travel, plan celebrations and also commemorations.

For too many families in Israel, it has been an incredibly difficult time since October 7,

2023. One of grief, mourning, uncertainty and an overarching, on-going pain. As an

American-Israeli | am constantly glued to both Israeli radio and television, following developments from
afar. It has been both inspiring and painful to watch as friends and family there try to include some nor-
malcy in their lives, during what is not at all a normal time.

Unfortunately we have not published an edition of The Chronicle since the summer. To reflect on this
current Jewish year, this edition of The Chronicle will present different experiences and reflections from
both within our local community, and personal connections elsewhere, including Israel. We hope that

you also enjoy revisiting some memorable moments and events.

JCNCF’s local work to in our North Central Florida community continues to be very fulfilling, despite diffi-
cult times. In addition to celebratory occasions like this year’s joyous community Hanukkah party, | want
to highlight our efforts to bring understanding of the Holocaust and the ongoing trend of growing hate,
antisemitism and bias around us to public school students and teachers in both Alachua and Marion
Counties. This effort, supported by the Estelle Aden Holocaust Education Fund and other generous do-
nors, has been an extraordinary privilege and inspiring experience. It is our hope that bringing these ed-
ucational opportunities to our non-Jewish community partners will help promote peace and tolerance in

our own backyard.

Another important highlight is the Jewish community growth we are experiencing in Marion County.
With thanks to a seed grant from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, the JCNCF has expanded our PJ Li-
brary programs and outreach Ocala. We could not have done this without the dedication and hard work
of Alissa Pereira, PJ Parent Connector for Marion County.

As this current campaign year draws to a close, | thank everyone for their continued support of our mis-
sion. The work we do would never happen without your dedication.. As we continue our work to grow
the North Central Jewish community, | encourage everyone to consider leaving a legacy gift to help in-
sure the future of our programs and mission. Every amount makes a difference.

| wish you all a peaceful, healthy summer ahead. Here’s hoping that when | write the New Year’s column
in the upcoming Fall, we will look forward to a year filled with peace, understanding and co-existence,
both here in our own country, in Israel, the rest of the Middle East, and around the world.

B’Shalom,

Linda







A Note from Eytan Oren, Board President

Looking Back, Looking Forward: Reflecting on JCNCF’s 2024-25
Program Year and Strategic Vision By E.Z. Oren

As we wrap up the 2024-25 program year at the Jewish Council of North Central

Florida (JCNCF), we find ourselves at an important intersection—celebrating a

year of connection and growth, while also charting a course for our future. Our past year’s program-
ming worked to strengthen Jewish life in our region, while our strategic planning looks to ensure our
long-term impact.

In 2024-25, we remained committed to delivering engaging and inclusive programs across all age
groups and stages of life. From the joyful family experiences of Shabbat Under the Stars to thoughtful
community conversations around Jewish identity, antisemitism, and Israel, every event reflected our
renewed mission: to cultivate and support a vibrant, inclusive, and united Jewish community through-
out North Central Florida.

Our PJ Library and family programming offered opportunities for young families to engage with Jewish
life through stories, songs, crafts, and community meals. For teens and young adults, youth groups and
volunteer opportunities helped foster a sense of belonging and responsibility. Adults of all back-
grounds participated in educational and cultural programs that explored Jewish tradition, memory,
and values.

We also expanded our impact beyond the Jewish community. In coordination with area schools and
educators, JCNCF provided Holocaust education support across multiple counties—offering teacher
workshops, classroom speakers, and student resources to ensure the lessons of history continue to
resonate. Additionally, our programs for Yom HaShoah, Kristallnacht, and civic holidays helped elevate
Jewish voices in broader community conversations.

Alongside our outward-facing efforts, JCNCF began an inward-facing initiative—working on a compre-
hensive strategic plan to guide us through the future. This effort will involve community feedback,
board collaboration, and organizational soul-searching. The result? A clear-eyed vision of the commu-
nity we want to build: a community where every Jew feels connected, supported, and empowered to
celebrate the past, engage in the present, and embrace the future.

We're proud of what we accomplished together in 2024-25, but we know our work is far from done. In
the coming year, JCNCF will continue exploring how best to serve our diverse and dynamic Jewish pop-
ulation—honoring tradition while meeting the needs of today’s families and tomorrow’s leaders.

To everyone who participated, volunteered, donated, or simply showed up: thank you. Your presence
strengthens our community more than you know. Together, we are building a Jewish future that is joy-
ful, resilient, and rooted right here in North Central Florida.
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Naomi Richards—
Director, Engage-
ment

My name is Naomi and

I am a Gainesville na-

tive and a recent Uni-

versity of Florida gradu-

ate (December 2024)

with a passion for or-

ganizing events and

working with people. |

majored in English with

a minor in Jewish Studies, and particularly enjoyed
classes dealing with Jewish history, culture, and cur-
rent events. During the past year, | had the privilege
of teaching kindergarten through 2nd-grade students
in Temple Shir Shalom’s Sunday School. Following my
participation in theater in high school, | had the oppor-
tunity to work for two summers in Vienna, Austria, as
a Production Assistant and Assistant Stage Manager at
an opera festival, helping young artists pursue their
ambitions while organizing rehearsals, public perfor-
mances, and media documentation. | have had similar
experiences in Brazil, and as an assistant with UF’s

Katherine Paedae —
JCNCF Coordinator
Jewish Family Pro-
grams

My name is Katherine and
| am a lifelong Gainesville
resident and a product of
the University of Florida
from start to finish—first
as a lifer at P.K. Yonge,
then as a “double Gator”
receiving a B.A. in Anthro-
pology and an M.S. in
Health Education and Behavior.

I now find great joy in using neither of those de-
grees—after burning out of social services, | acci-
dentally found my calling in working with children.
Having never been much of a desk person, I've spent
the past six years working in after-school and sum-
mer camp programs around the Gainesville area.

| am passionate about Judaism, archery, the Tampa
Bay Lightning, and scary movies. | am outside as
much as possible and love to travel (my favorite
place I've been so far is Ireland!). I've been married
to the love of my life since 2020; we have several
wonderful nieces and nephews and many animals.

Opera Theater program. | have also had many experi-
ences working with children in family camps and other
capacities. In my free time, | love both making and
observing art, and am an avid cook. | am very excited
to join the JCNCF team and to help bring Jewish events
to the North Central Florida community.

Alissa Pereira
PJ Library Parent Connector, Ocala

Hi everyone! I'm Alissa, mom to two adventurous
little boys and the new Parent Connector for PJ Li-
brary. I’'m passionate about family, community, and
creating meaningful connections through stories and
shared experiences. Whether I’'m exploring the out-
doors with my kids or diving into a new book, I'm
always looking for ways to bring people together.
I’m so excited to connect with you, share events and
ideas, and help build a warm, welcoming space for
all our families!




FAMILY

PJ Library is thriving in all of North Central Florida.
Enjoy looking back on the fabulous programs from
this year!

Are you about to welcome a
new baby to your family? Have
you recently expanded your
family? Please let us know so
we can bring a Shalom Baby
present to you and help sign
you up for PJ Library (if you are
not already).

Email family@jcncf.org
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The year in plcturest

Community Hanukkah Party at First Magnitude

Community Purim Carnival and Jewish Food Festival
at Congregation B’nai Israel




The year in plcturest

The JCNCF Next
Chapter group.
Thank you to Deb-
by Kinman-Ford
for continuing to
create great get-
togethers.

Commemorating
one year since
October 7, at
Temple Shir
Shalom.

Caring Connections

Rosh Hashanah at The
Village

Hanukkah bags, and
Mishloach Manot for
Purim



The year i picturest

Holocaust Education Events

Combined religious
School event 2-25 -
We Remember:
Their Stories, Our
Voices.

In collaboration
with Teach the
Shoah.

& Marion
County teacher
Training Day
8-24

Alachua County

Teacher Training
Day 10-24 -

Yom HaShoah 2025
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Reflections on October 7, 2023

Reflections from Roslyn Levy

Our reflections over the past year since October 7 are very personal, as our son Steve, his wife Sarah and
our five granddaughters live in Jerusalem.

We were in Japan when we learned of the terrorist attacks and quickly called our children to see if they
were safe. They assured us that day, and every day since the terrorist attacks, that they do feel safe and are
trying to carry on with their lives as normally as possible. Just after the terrorist attacks, they welcomed into
their home a large family that had fled from the south of Israel, trying to comfort them and provide every-
thing they could, including food, shelter, clothing, and distractions for the youngest of the children.

We already had plans to visit Israel in November 2023, as our oldest granddaughter was about to get
married. We briefly hesitated about going, but decided it was most important for us to be there. We
traveled on El Al and were greeted at Ben Gurion airport by an eerie silence and long, vacant corridors lined
with photos of the hostages. These photos were also posted all over Jerusalem, where thousands of Israeli
flags fluttered from every lamp post.

Our children emphasized, from the beginning of that horrific year, that “daily life must go on” and that
their job was to keep their family safe and be supportive of friends and neighbors. We fell into the routine
of daily life with them and celebrated with great joy our granddaughter Shira ‘s wedding.

We were back in Israel again in March 2024, for the Bat Mitzvah of our youngest granddaughter, Elana. We
told our children that we wanted to be more involved in the war effort and do some volunteer work on this
trip. They arranged for all of us to travel to the south of the country, pick fruit at one of the many orchards,
visit the site of the Nova Music Festival, and stop at a military base adjacent to the border. We enjoyed
another wonderful family celebration, confirming our children’s belief that “daily life must go on”, despite
the war in Gaza and attacks on several other fronts.

Our children came to visit us in Gainesville last summer. Despite our strong suggestion that they remain in
the States until the fighting ceases, they returned to Jerusalem, insisting that “daily life must go on.”

In addition to our concerns for the safety of our children and all of Israel, we are also fearful about the rising
antisemitism that is spreading throughout our country. It is something that | have never before experienced.
This is the country to which our grandparents fled, as they tried to escape antisemitism. This is the country
in which they struggled to create a new life for themselves and their families. This is the country in which
they always felt secure. Is this still that country? Can we promise our children and grandchildren that they
will always be secure?

Rastyr
Bio: Rosyln and Norman Levy are long-time Gainesville residents and active, dedicated members of the Jew-
ish, and greater North Central Florida community. They have four grown children, and 12 grandchildren.
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Reflections on October 7, 2023

Striving for Joy Post-October 7, by Rachel Myerson-Ribco

In the first few months of the war, | did not strive for joy, | strove for calm. | needed to keep calm for my
children (aged, then, 1 and 3). Calm while we ran to the building’s communal bomb shelter; calm when our
routine was disrupted, and kindergarten was cancelled indefinitely only weeks into the school year; calm
when my brother-in-law was called to reserve duty.

| found calm through lots of deep breathing and mindful colouring-in and kitchen dance parties to release
tension. Through constant contact over WhatsApp with friends who were also working and worrying and
looking after small children at home. And, after the children went to bed (hoping we would not have to
wake them up to run back down three flights of stairs to the shelter), | let myself cry.

Slowly, life returned to something resembling normal. Kindergarten resumed. Loved ones returned from
reserve duty, at least for a while. There were less rockets in Tel Aviv, and we were more used to them. One
day | came across my son and nephew playing “Run to the Shelter” under the dining room table, took a
deep breath, and left them to it.

In Israel, people understand how lucky they are by comparing themselves to others. | am lucky because my
husband wasn’t called to reserves. | am lucky to have only lost a few people, and none of them very close. |
am lucky to have been in Tel Aviv on October 7. | am lucky to have a steady job.

| repay my luck by grabbing onto life in gratitude — surrounding us with loved ones by hosting Shabbat
lunch every week, helping those who aren’t as lucky as me, reading my book at the beach at sunset. My
brother-in-law was released from the reserves due to chronic, day-long headaches; we saw it as a blessing.
He got married, and we danced with the kids until midnight next to twenty-somethings cloaked in memo-

ries of war, whose eyes glazed over in pain every so often.

It isn’t easy to strive for joy — or calm. My resolve falters with every piece of bad news. With every petty
political manoeuvre that isn’t focussed on bringing the hostages home or the displaced residents of the
north or supporting the soldiers sacrificing everything for our safety. And it faltered as we passed the first
anniversary of October 7 with no tangible hope of change.

I've learned that it isn’t a failure or an excuse to cling onto tiny slithers of joy that | would have probably
overlooked before October 7: An event-less day, my husband and | being able to attend my son’s end-of-
year party, not being afraid to take the kids to the beach. I’ve learned you need to take the laughs where
you can get them — when you find yourself sheltering in a falafel shop and the second the “booms” are
over, people begin ordering like nothing ever happened; when a friend describes pushing her baby out in
the middle of a siren; when the kids do something heart-twistingly innocent, like interrupting my tantrum
about how messy the house is by saying “mummy, it’s ok, breathe in, breathe out.”

Breathe in, breathe out.

BIO: Rachel Myerson-Ribco is Linda Maurice’s niece, a writer and Senior Editor of The Nosher. She's written
for Bon Appetit, Oprah Magazine, and Vice, amongst others. Born and bred in Leeds, UK, she lives in Tel Aviv
with her husband, two children and dog.
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One Shabbat Morning in Gainesville, Florida

On May 3rd, 2025, Robin West completed a cycle that few have mastered by
chanting the haftarah titled Metsorah at religious services in Gainesville’s B’nai Is-
rael synagogue. With that achievement, she had sung all 54 of the Shabbat hafta-
rot. It was a remarkable feat for a woman raised as an

Episcopalian by her family in Nebraska.

The haftarah (singular), sung after the weekly Torah reading, is derived from the

book of Nevi'im, “Prophets” in English. It offers insights to the five books of Moses,

often enlarging on the theme of the paired Torah portion. Mastering the haftarah

challenges the singer to learn a different language (Hebrew) and develop proficiency in a unique vocal
trope.

Few people complete the full cycle in a single calendar year because the haftarah is often chanted by a
young person at his or her b'nai mitzvah, the ceremony marking the transition to adulthood. Hence, many
of the commentaries are not available to adult chanters. Because B’nai Israel is a relatively small congrega-
tion, there are more opportunities to recite a particular haftarah.

The idea of chanting the haftarah came from a 1993 suggestion by Alan Lehman, then the rabbi of the con-
gregation. There weren’t always enough congregants to cover the complete cycle and he thought Robin
could enlarge their ranks.

She accepted the challenge because she was impressed by a group of adult women who had recently cele-
brated their collective b'not mitzvah. “I could do that,” Robin decided. As a convert, she was also inspired to
deepen her Jewish identity by participating in sabbath services. In a synagogue with a supportive egalitarian
spirit, she found numerous mentors including Howard Rosenblatt and Libby Brateman.

She had no deadline to meet but eventually decided to complete the annual haftarah cycle by her go™"
birthday. She was surprised to discover that she could in fact finish all 54 commentaries by her 74 birthday
in 2025. She met the goal thanks in part to the encouragement of Connie Stern and Rabbi David Kaiman.

Robin loves to sing and has a beautiful soprano voice. In high school, she sang with the school choir and was
selected for the girl’s octet which traveled around the state giving concerts in many venues. Her favorite
singer, perhaps no coincidence, was Barbra Streisand.

She may have been destined to undertake her mission by other factors. Her Episcopalian upbringing didn’t
really “take.” In high school and university, many of her closest friends were Jewish and she felt a strong
attachment to their traditions. There was also a surprising family link. She learned Mah Jongg, a quintessen-
tially Jewish game, from her mother who played the game with other Air Force wives. Now an active teach-
er of the game, she has a wonderful inheritance, a set from her mother and another from her mother-in-
law.

Her Jewish commitment may have been strengthened years later when she joined her daughters in a mik-
vah, a rite of ritual bathing. She also had the joy of teaching the haftorah to her granddaughter, Zohar, for
her Bat Mitzvah last year. In another memorable presentation, she sang the haftarah to honor her mother-
in-law’s 80™ birthday at Congregation Tifereth Israel in Lincoln, Nebraska.
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Thank you to our incredible community sponsors! To
sponsor a weekly email, program or event, please contact
linda@jcncf.org
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